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Ant Stopped

The mini-opera Ant Stopped is inspired by I-Chae, a character from Korean writer Yeonwoo Jung’s short story A Genealogy of a Certain
Screen. 1-Chae is sensitive and easily startled. After her death, she comes to watch the daily lives of others behind a screen, seeing
everything with an omniscient viewpoint. She follows the lead of someone next to her who constantly laughs and mocks whatever
appears on the screen. Her own way of looking gradually becomes tinged with similar mockery and cynicism. Still, unexpected

moments stir up old emotions she hadn’t anticipated.
I-Chae slowly realizes that seeing isn’t just passive observation, but also can be a form of connection and engagement with the world.

In the original text, the “ant column story” appears as a childhood episode where I-Chae first becomes aware of how she looks at the
world. I felt this short scene captured not only I-Chae’s inner world but also the key point of the entire story. Ant Stopped draws on
this ant metaphor and carries the belief that attention and respect for individual existence, values we tend to overlook, can be the

thread that helps us begin again.

We are all the ones who pick up ants, turn them around, drop them, or crush them. We are also the small ant that gets left behind,
stopped in the middle of the column. This work suggests that our engagement with the world shouldn't stop at observation and
judgment, but should develop into a way of seeing others as whole beings. In a world full of anxiety, perhaps we can turn our

attention to people who move through life like ants, and quietly focus on the one who has stopped.

JungAh Lee

(Cover Design: Minji Jeong)
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Libretto

slender legs holding up a round body
ant moves forward, never resting

watching the endlessly marching ant
why?

on earth?

how come?

so laboriously?

for what?

does it move forward

ha haha

one I pick up turn it around
hahaha

one I pick up drop it down
hahaha

one I just crush flat

turned around dropped down crushed flat

II

look at the ant

me stirring its world

the ant swayed by

me laughing at it ha ha ha watched by
me swaying my world watched by

me watching

the ant swayed by

me laughing atithahaha

me watched by

me turned around from

me by

me laughing at it ha ha ha watched by

£ AARE Y me falling from

o o5 me by

ERE oA % me laughing at it ha ha ha watched by

£ 215516 2= ¢ me crushed flat by

EAARE Y me laughing at it ha ha ha watched by

o ofsf me watching

ZH7E BojAR Y me watching

£ 213518 e W me watching

EAARE Y

EAARE Y me

£ AARE

) 111

111 ant with a big body ant with a small body ant with long antennae
ant with short antennae ant with one antenna ant with slow steps

F&017F 2 7u| F50l7t 22 Au] ¥ o7t 71 fn| &)t A& v ant with fast steps ant tilted ant wobbling ant staggering ant

tj 507t shut Qi 7iH] 2ol L’ Aju] AZo] B 7fu] 7]&o1%l Fjn| carrying a rotten chunk of apple ant blindly chasing another’s rear

A8 AZ = 7n vEd= Aiu B2 Abk 2202 o] 7h= Ziv] oF Ajv] ant always looking around ant stopped

FTFUT £ 0] FAE AT S EE AV "HE A0
ant stopped?
HE Au?

(English translation by Dayeun Choi and Sumin Hwang)



Instruments

Soprano voice (range: B3-C#6)

Flute (doubling Piccolo)
Clarinet in Bb (doubling Bass clarinet in Bb)
Alto saxophone

French horn

Percussion (1 player)

: 5 Temple blocks, 2 Tom-toms, Hi-hat, 2 Suspended cymbals (16” and 20”),
Snare drum, Bass drum, Tam-tam, Crotales, and Triangle

Keyboard (with expression pedal)
Violin
Violoncello

Double bass

Auxiliary instruments and sound props

A whistle for the saxophone player
A megaphone for the soprano and keyboard player

A ratchet for the horn and keyboard player

Transposition

The score is written in C.

All instruments sound as written except
the Piccolo, which sounds an octave higher
and the Crotales, which sounds 2 octaves higher

and the Bass clarinet and the Double bass, which sound an octave lower.

approximate duration: 22 minutes



Performance notes

About lighting

Lighting is an integral part of the piece. One LED moving head spotlight should be installed at the downstage right
corner, angled diagonally upward. Each music stand has one small clip-on light attached. Performers are
encouraged to use paper scores. If using a tablet (e.g., iPad), reduce screen brightness and disable auto-brightness.

portamento (senza vibrato):

™~

wedge-shaped noteheads:
percussive effects with definite
pitch (e.g., slap tongue, tongue
pizzicato); technique labeled each

fingerin

]

longer fermata:

!

megaphone:
any small, low-cost megaphone with
controllable volume and added noise is
acceptable

*share with the keyboard player; if not
feasible, place another one at the keyboard.

x-noteheads:
percussive sound produced
without air or embouchure
(e.g., key clicks, tapping on the
instrument)

)

portamento (vibrato):

legno battuto, air sound);
time technique labeled each time

For all instruments

damp:

I O

square noteheads:
indeterminate pitch from specific

g (e.g., heavy pressure, col

.

quarter-tone
(+50 cents):

shorter fermata:

A tgddb

Voice

x-noteheads:
speaking voice; written pitch is approximate

Winds

flz.:
flutter tongue

! F

harmonics (flute):

stem only (no noteheads):
unspecified fingering and pitch

triangle noteheads:
highest pitch possible

[

quotation-marked dynamics:
intensity of performance manner,
not absolute volume

:!f‘n

subtle microtonal adjustments
(slight pitch deviations):

bhEbyg

mixed noteheads (x & normal):
between speaking and singing

J

multiphonics:
fingering charts referenced from
The Techniques of Flute Playing
(Barenreiter) and The Techniques
of Saxophone Playing
(Barenreiter).



Strings

circular bowing:
continuous circular motion of the
bow with very light pressure;
bow speed indicated

O

x-noteheads:
fingering noise produced by
sharply tapping the fingerboard

)

c.lb.:
col legno battuto; strike the string
with the stick of the bow across
the strings

h.p.:
heavy bow pressure at the
ponticello position, creating pure
noise with slow bow speed

Percussion

required mallets and sticks include:
yarn mallets, hard mallets, superball mallet, metal stick (e.g., triangle beater),
bamboo brushes, bass bow, large soft mallets

*subject to change at the percussionist’s discretion.

Percussionist

\~
Lrg.
cym.

Music stand

Keyboard
setup:
- 88-key MIDI keyboard dashed slurs:

- laptop (for MainStage compatibility)
- expression pedal
- audio interface
- loudspeakers (stereo)
- monitor speaker

changes in expression pedal values

half harmonics:
lightly touch the node with
medium pressure between normal
pitch and harmonics

molto sul tasto
sul tasto

ord.

sul pont.

molto sul pont.

J

bartok pizzicato:

b

*tom-toms should be dampened using drum gels to

reduce excessive resonance.

Bass drum

*yolume levels may be adjusted
according to the dynamics
indicated in the score






Ant stopped

Mini-opera; monodrama for soprano and ensemble
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2 Ant Stopped
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Ad Libitum
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